
1959: Angus McGill Mowat establishes a provincially recognized public library for the Cree
and Ojibwe at Moose Factory; expands the Ontario Traveling Library Service to some
reserves

1966: Ontario Public Libraries Act enables “Indian bands” to form a board and operate a
public library (s. 29)

1989: Southern Ontario Library Service and Ontario Library Service - North are established

2005: Inaugural meeting of the FN Strategic Plan Implementation Committee

2005: Ministry consults with FNPLs at the fall Librarians Advisory Committees
meeting

2006: Our Way Forward presented at OLA Super Conference

2006: First FNPL joint conference (North & South)

2006: Establishment of the Club Amik book delivery to rural First Nation communities
program

1990: Ontario adopts changes to the 1882 Public Libraries Act now known as the
Public Libraries Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.44 

1998: “PLOG funding provided to FNPLs is calculated on a per capita basis based on
Statistics Canada population data (circa 1998). This is a set formula of $1.50 per
capita. (Municipal public library boards receive their PLOG grant based on a per
household rate of $4.80 in rural areas and $4.08 in urban areas).” 2017 Ontario First
Nation Public Libraries Needs Assessment Report (NVision Insight Group Inc.)

2007: First Nation Public Libraries logo designed

2007: First Nation Public Library Week presented at OLA Super Conference

2008: Ontario Library Service - North hosts a Leadership Summit exclusively for
First Nation library staff

2008: Government of Ontario invests $15 million into libraries

2008: Library Strategic Development Grant awarded to complete the Speak Up for
First Nation Public Libraries campaign

O n t a r i o  F i r s t  N a t i o n  
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  H i s t o r y
 

2000: First Nation Public Library Week established

2003: Library Strategic Development Fund Grant (Ministry of Culture) received to assist First
Nation Public Libraries (FNPLs) with a Strategic Plan

2003: First Nation Communities READ established

2004: Our Way Forward: A Strategic Plan for Ontario First Nation Public Libraries released by
the Ontario First Nation Public Library Strategic Plan Liaison Committee



O n t a r i o  F i r s t  N a t i o n  
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  H i s t o r y

2012: First Nation Strategic Action Group is established

2013: First Nation Technology Summit takes place in Sudbury

2011: Launch of the Speak Up for First Nation Public Libraries campaign is launched

2011: Assembly of First Nations adopts Resolution pertaining to FNPLs

2014: Creating and Operating a Repository in a First Nation Public Library toolkit
released

2014: Establishing a Public Library in a First Nation Community toolkit released

2014: Manifest consultants release First Nation Public Libraries Advocacy
Strategy

2014: First Nation Public Library Week Program Review – Final Report released

2010: First joint Spring Gathering hosted in Sudbury

2010: First Nation Repository Program pilot with Atikameksheng Anishnawbek
Kendasii Gamik

2009: EXCEL Certificate Program courses – Basic Library Management and Basic Collection
Development – presented to FNPLs in a one-week classroom setting

2009: Virtual Library Service (VOCAL) pilot is launched

2009: Sound Practices in Library Services to Aboriginal Peoples: Integrating Relationships,
Resources and Realities by the Aboriginal Library Services Working Group & Mary Cavanagh
published

2009: Libraries 2020 Symposium in Toronto

2015: FNPLs receive one-time operational funding of $2,000 from the MTCG 

2015: Launch of the Connectivity Funding Program

2015: Language Revitalization Project established

2015: Maziniigan – Connecting First Nation Public Libraries launched

2015: Ontario Library Association launches the Indigenous Task Group



O n t a r i o  F i r s t  N a t i o n  
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  H i s t o r y  

2016: NVision Insight consultants meet with FNPLs in Sudbury on behalf of the Ministry

2016: National Aboriginal Library Association (officially the National Aboriginal Public Libraries
Association, and stemming from the National Reading Campaign), develops a three (3) year
business plan

2016: Language Revitalization Project (Phase 2) adds webinars and website platform

2016: FNPL Library Operations Summit in Sudbury

2017: Ontario First Nation Public Libraries Needs Assessment Report is released

2021: Southern Ontario Library Service and Ontario Library Service - North merge to
become Ontario Library Service

2023: First Nation Strategic Action Group dissolved and replaced by the Tea & Chat
consultation model 

2023: First Nation Communities READ celebrates 20 years at Ontario Library Association Super
Conference

2023: Ontario First Nation Public Librarians are the recipients of Ontario Library
Association’s 2023 President’s Award for Exceptional Achievement

2018: Final issue of Maziniigan – Connecting First Nation Public Libraries is released

2019: Final issue of Club Amick is released

2019: National Indigenous Knowledge and Language Alliance (NIKLA) is established

2020: Weekly Tea & Chat meetings are established

2020: First Nation Public Library Week Planning Committee dissolved and replaced
by the Tea & Chat consultation model 

2020: Dr. Sabrina Saunders (Delaware/Mohawk, Six Nations of the Grand River
Territory) appointed Ontario Library Association (OLA) President

2020: Sheri Mishibinijima, Wikwemikoong Public Library, wins the Ontario Public
Library Association (OPLA) Lifetime Achievement Award at OLA Super
Conference.


